
The Court organizes international conferences on important legal themes in order to develop ECOWAS Community Law, review the exercise of its judicial mandate and keep abreast with international best practices.  The conferences avail the Court the opportunity to present for discussion, important legal themes and sub themes on topical issues bordering on its judicial mandate, ECOWAS Community Law and International Law in general.  It therefore provides a forum for the Court to interact and exchange ideas with selected stakeholders, judicial officers from Member States and other regional courts, scholars and jurists of international repute and the civil society.  In the past, the Court successfully organized such international conferences in Dakar, Abuja, Cotonou, Accra, Guinea Bissau and Bamako.

The themes that have been discussed in these past International Conferences organized by the Court are as follows: Protecting the Rights of ECOWAS Citizens through the ECOWAS Court of Justice, 18th – 20th October, 2004, Dakar, Senegal.  An Appraisal of the Implementation of ECOWAS Community Law and Future Perspectives; Free Movement of Persons and Goods within the ECOWAS Landscape. 25th – 26th November, 2004, Abuja, Nigeria. The Law in the Process of Integration in West Africa, 13th – 14th November, 2007, Rockview Hotels, Abuja, Nigeria.  Strategies for Strengthening the Effectiveness of ECOWAS Court of Justice. 18th – 22nd January, 2011, Accra, Ghana.  Human Rights as a Fundamental Value of ECOWAS: An Analysis of the Jurisprudence of the ECOWAS Court of Justice, 17th – 21st March, 2015 Azalai Hotel Guinea Bissau. Protection of Human Rights: A Factor for Peacebuilding in West Africa, 18th – 21st April, 2018, Bamako, Mali. Economic Integration in West Africa: Challenges and Prospects, 21st - 24th October, 2019, Mesnvic Hotel, East Legon, Accra, Ghana.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The 2021 International Conference was held between 21th and 26th November, 2021 under the theme “Twenty Years of ECOWAS Court of Justice: Achievements, Challenges and Prospects".


